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CONFIDENTIAL CAIRO 19903 


E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: TECHENRG 

SUBJ: LDC ENERGY PROGRAM 

REF: STATE 284377 

1 . OUR INITIAL REACTION TO PROPOSAL EGYPT PARTICIPATE IN 
WORK OF JOINT AGENCY TASK FORCE IS POSITIVE. BELIEVE 
EGYPT COULD BENEFIT FROM SUCH STUDY IN TERMS OF OBJECTIVE 
COST BENEFIT ANALYSIS IN DEVELOPMENT OF ENERGY SOURCES, 

A SUBJECT WHICH HAS NOT BEEN WELL STUDIED DESPITE COMPRE- 
HENSIVE REPORTS ON POWER DEMAND AND SUPPLY. 

2. WE SHARE, HOWEVER, CONCERNS RE EGYPTIAN REACTION TO 
OUR INCLUDING EGYPT IN PROGRAM EXPRESSED PARA 3 REFTEL. 
NUCLEAR COOPERATION AGREEMENT AND TRANSFER OF NUCLEAR 
POWER TECHNOLOGY IS SENSITIVE ISSUE HERE AND WE WOULD 
WANT TO PRESENT OFFER OF PARTICIPATION CAREFULLY IN ORDER 
NOT TO AROUSE SUSPICION. 
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3. WE NOTE DOE REP KOTB WILL BE ARRIVING IN CAIRO DEC. 8 
CARRYING MORE DETAILS OF PROPOSAL. ONCE WE HAVE HAD 
CHANCE TO STUDY THESE DOCUMENTS WE WILL BE ABLE SUGGEST 
HOW BEST TO PROCEED. BEST APPROACH WILL PROBABLY BE MADE 
AT LEVEL UNDERSECRETARY MOHER ABAZA, MINISTRY OF 
ELECTRICITY. EILTS 
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